
 

 

2025 - What a Year! 

East Cleveland Township Cemetery Foundation March, 2026 

The Legacy 

    

  The year started out with help from Theta Chi coming to help with Spring clean up.    So we had a great 

start to get the cemetery in good shape by Memorial Day which is always our goal.   We were awarded a grant 

from The Gund Foundation for additional repairs on the chapel/office and those have been completed.   The 

fact that the building was built in 1910 there is no wonder there is some maintenance required from time to 

time.    

 We did have some very sad news at the passing of  Bill Garrison who was the founder of the East 

Cleveland Township Cemetery Foundation.   In addition to his involvement with the cemetery,  Bill served in 

numerous roles with the Boy Scouts of American, both locally and nationally.  Because his lifelong concern 

was for the young people on the margins of society, he spent many years as Cubmaster and Assistant 

Scoutmaster for an inner-city Cub pack and Boy Scout troop.   One of his greatest joys was seeing his young 

Scouts earn their Eagle and go on to lead productive lives. 

 

 Bill was the recipient of numerous awards, including the Lifetime Humanitarian Award from the Rotary 

Club of Cleveland, the Cliff Dochterman Rotary & Scouting Service Award, the Whitney M. Young Service 

Award, the Silver Beaver Award, the Silver Antelope Award and the prestigious Silver Buffalo awarded by the 

Boy Scouts of America for extraordinary volunteer service on the national level.  Billôs input for cemetery will 

be missed but we will carry on his mission. 

 
 Wayne, Amy and I will formally start back on Saturday, April 4th with Theta Chi, hopefully the weather 

cooperates.  We canôt thank all of you enough for your on-going support of the cemetery.   It truly means so 

much to us that you care as much as we do! 

 
Warmest Regards ~  Nancy  

 

P.S.ðIf you want to see color photos included in the  

newsletters, please visit our website:  www.ectcf.org 

 

 

 



 

 

Headstone Placement and Revitalization 

 For a number of years we have been able to 

assist families with getting headstones for un-

marked graves.    This year we set two new head-

stones for previously unmarked graves.  It takes 

both Wayne and I to lift and place the stones after 

we identify the exact location of the grave.   Amy 

drives the tractor for us. 

 

 

We told you a few years ago about finally 

recovering the headstone of Buffalo Bill  

Codyôs grandparents, Philip and Lydia    

Cody, headstone.   We brought it back to the     

cemetery and this year we built a cedar 

frame for it to protect it along with the    

headstones of Buffalo Billôs Aunt and 

cousin. 



 

 

Replacement Benches 

For the past 15 years or so we have had four park benches in the front yard at the entrance of the 

cemetery.   They were falling apart and were unsafe for our neighbors and guests to utilize.   So this 

year we removed the old benches and replaced with benches that are made of recycled plastic.   

There are additional benches within the cemetery that a Boy Scout placed a number of years ago as 

part of his Eagle Scout project.    

The picture to the left is of Wayne and his daughter 

Irene carrying and placing the final bench to its       

location.  The picture below is of the grounds at the 

gate with two of the benches. 

The picture to the left is one of our neighbors 

who comes down brings all her own      

equipment and garbage bags and cleans up 

the front yard of the cemetery.   Her name is 

Faye and all her hard work makes it easier 

for us to focus on the cemetery grounds. 

 

She was very excited about the new benches 

as she was previously carrying her own chair 

from home to take a rest from her work. 



 

 

Grounds Maintenance  

If you thought perhaps we werenôt staying busy we kept up with the mowing, string trimming, 

etc. and there is always a lot of work created by storms and our trees. 

 

 


